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Aaron Porter - Western Washington University, Recreation, 2014 - Fort Vancouver 

National Historic Site, WA 

After graduation I didn't really know what I wanted to do with my degree. I wanted a 

position that put me in a National Park setting and allowed me to interact with the 

public. With this position, I hope to bring the importance of our parks to the forefront 

of everyone's mind. Not only do I want to spark a passion for getting outside and 

utilizing these amazing places for enjoyment, but I want to engage people to think 

about volunteerism and stewardship and the benefits that not only themselves, but 

others as well, can receive from a little time spent helping out.. 

 

Alex Warneke – San Diego State University, M.Sc. in Ecology, 2014 – Cabrillo National 

Monument, CA 

I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position through a colleague at 

Cabrillo. I have a strong passion for inspiring others to create positive change, for 

themselves and the world around them, so he thought I would be a great fit. In the 

next year, I hope to advance the scientific programs offered at Cabrillo, as well as 

provide the public outlets to connect with nature and their community. I am excited 

for what lies ahead. Onward. 

 

Allison Joyce—Colorado College, Biology, 2014—Rosie the Riveter WWII Home Front 

National Historic Park, CA                                                                                                                              

I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program by perusing the SCA 

website after completing another SCA internship last summer. I am participating in this 

program because it seems like a wonderful opportunity to combine my love of service 

and the park service with my administrative and people skills. This year I hope to gain 

valuable experience as a volunteer coordinator at a historical park. 

 

Andrew Lahr- Rutgers University, Ecology, 2015- Glacier National Park , MT                                              

In the past my passion for the environment and ecology lead me to pursue research 

based experiences. More recently, I have shifted towards environmental education and 

communication with interest in increasing environmental sensitivity in young people.  

By promoting volunteerism and facilitating positive outdoor experiences as a SCA-NPS 

Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, I hope to kindle the internal locus of control 

necessary to inspire responsible environmental behavior. 

 

Aryel Beck – University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, Anthropology, 2014 – River Raisin 

National Battlefield Park, MI 

I learned about SCA as an AmeriCorps member when I interned at the Independence 

National Historic Park in Philadelphia last summer.  I’m looking forward to working 

with volunteers and promoting a greater awareness of small more historical parks like 

River Raisin.  

 
 



Brennan Walters -- Appalachian State University, Geography, 2015—Jean Lafitte 

National Historical Park and Preserve and New Orleans Jazz National Historical Park, LA 

I hope to help people build greater connections with the places and spaces in their 

own backyards.  

 

Brent Llanos—Johns Hopkins University, Masters in Environmental Planning and 

Management; UCLA, BS Biology—Everglades National Park, FL 

This is my third SCA internship and I am hoping my SCA internships give me a variety 

of experiences in the various niches of environmental protection, restoration and 

conservation so that I can tailor my career goals after I graduate. I am hoping my 

Centennial Volunteer Ambassador internship at Everglades National Park exposes me 

to the Interpretation, youth education and outreach sections of the National Park 

Service. I am very excited to work for Everglades National Park and its surrounding 

sister parks. 

 

Charlotte Murtishaw – Barnard College, American Studies, 2015 – Lewis & Clark 

National Historic Trail, NE 

I got involved with the SCA last summer as a communications intern for the US Fish & 

Wildlife Service, and knew I wanted to continue my experience with the organization -- 

so when I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassadors program, I didn't 

hesitate to apply. I'm really pumped about getting even more people and community 

organizations involved in amazing experiences working with National Parks, and I can't 

wait for whatever the next year throws my way. 

 
Corina Yeh - University of Arizona, Master of Public Administration: Nonprofit 

Management, 2017- Saguaro National Park, AZ 

I previously participated in an SCA internship, I am participating now because I believe 

that this position is more in line with where I want my future career to go, and as a 

Centennial Volunteer Ambassador I hope to help the Saguaro National Park create 

sustainable volunteer programs. 

 

Danielle Brown  - Northland College,  Natural Resources, 2015 — Saint Croix National 

Scenic Riverway, WI 

I want to serve to gain new experience. I have a broad array of experiences applicable 

to the position. I hope to improve my leadership skills.  

 

Devon Beekler — Penn State University, Landscape Architecture, May 2015– Lake 

Roosevelt, WA                                                                                                                 

My passion for the environment and community engagement was a perfect fit for the 

Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position. At Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area I 

hope to use my knowledge of landscape design and conservation to improve 

ecosystems and volunteering efforts. I look forward to the next year and hope I can 

make a positive impact to the surrounding community and increase their interest in 

conserving their local resources.  

 

Emma Mitchell- University of Montana Western, 2015 -Yellowstone National Park, WY                                               

I learned about the program from a friend who works in the Interpretation Division at 

Yellowstone National Park.  I am participating in the program because I want to give 

back to Yellowstone and the National Park Service.  I hope to inspire others to get 

involved in our National Parks. 

 

 

 



Erika Mims -Georgia College, Art – Museum Studies concentration, 2014- Stones River 

National Battlefield, TN 

I learned about the Student Conservation Association through general research online 

for internships in the area of museum collections and education. I am participating in 

this internship because I want to visit new places and be an important part in 

conservation work. I am excited to surround myself with those who share my passion 

for conservation and volunteerism and am positive this will be the best learning 

experience in my life thus far! As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador it is my intent to 

successfully improve and promote site volunteer programs as well as bring potential 

new programs to the table. Perhaps most importantly, I also have a goal to inspire 

volunteer participants at the site to follow a career path in conservation, education or 

volunteerism. 

 
Grant Smith - California State University Monterey Bay, Environmental Studies, 2014 – 

Indiana Dunes State Park, IN 

I learned about the SCA through one of my professors in college. Also, a fellow 

classmate of mine had graduated and joined the SCA.  I became interested in joining 

when I looked into it more and realized it was a great opportunity to further my 

knowledge and work towards a career. During the course of the year I would like to 

increase my communication skills while getting an inside look at the NPS and how it 

works. I have gone to several National Parks throughout my life and am excited to 

contribute to them and help start off another century of stewardship. 
 

Hunter Moseley - University of Kansas, 2017 - Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, IN.  

I heard about this opportunity from the SCA website. I'm really excited about exploring 

a career with the NPS, I want to celebrate the Centennial, and help people find their 

park through hands on conservation projects. 
 

Ian Harvey - California University of Pennsylvania, Conservation Ecology, 2013-  Mount 

Rainier National Park, WA 

Over the past few years, I have worked with many people that have served through the 

SCA and they have all spoken very highly of their varied experiences with the 

organization.  This sparked my interest and I began my search.  After learning about 

the Centennial Volunteer Ambassadors program, I was immediately sold on the idea of 

serving to this capacity.  With a background in outdoor education and land 

stewardship, I have always enjoyed working alongside people of diverse backgrounds 

and I hope to continue this well into the future, with the SCA providing me with this 

opportunity through the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador's program. 

 

Jacob Breslin — Penn State University, Finance, 2015 — National Capital Region, DC 

I learned about the program through a staff member at the SCA. She stumbled upon 

my application when I was applying to other internships, and thought I may be 

interested in pursuing the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position. I'm participating 

in order to place a foot in the conservation career door, and hopefully network 

with numerous environmental professionals to secure job placement after 

the fellowship. I hope to achieve a better understanding of professional self and what it 

means to represent an organization like the National Park Service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jay Carter—Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Geography, 2015—Natchez Trace 

Parkway, MS 

I discovered the NPS Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position through online 

searching of the Student Conservation Association database under job postings.  I 

hope by being selected for this position I will increase the visitation to the National 

Park Service in my region, as well as, nationally and generate useful resources that will 

transpire people in taking the initiative to protect, enhance, and preserve their 

community as their own.  

 

Jess Landis– Cornell University, Biology, 2014– Padre Island National Seashore, TX 

I learned about the program from the SCA website and instantly knew it would be 

something I would be interested in. I think community engagement is vital for the 

preservation of our environment. To be able to teach the public about the importance 

of conservation is something I am proud to do. I hope I can instill a sense of purpose 

in the people I encounter and make them realize that no act is too small to help make 

a difference in the world. 

 

Jimi Hightower— University of Washington, Museology, 2015– Klondike Gold Rush 

National Historical Park, WA                                                                          

I earned a Bachelor of Arts in History at Southeastern Oklahoma State University in 

2012 and a Master of Arts in Museology at the University of Washington in 2015. I 

have been interning and volunteering at Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park 

in downtown Seattle for nearly a year. Since July 2014, I have been serving as an intern 

and mentor for a community outreach program called In My Backyard. I am looking 

forward to continuing working with KLSE as their Centennial Volunteer Ambassador 

Intern. 

 

Joey Negreann - Goucher College, International Relations, 2012—Pinnacles National Park, 

CA 

I learned about the program through the Student Conservation Association website. I have 

a deep passion for the outdoors, nature and wildlife. I hope through my participation at 

Pinnacles National Park I can help inspire the surrounding communities to share in the 

enjoyment of the park. 

 

Kelly McCann - Oklahoma State University, Natural Resource Ecology and Management, 

2015 - Mississippi River National Recreation Area, MN 

I heard about the SCA when I managed a high school SCA service team at the refuge I 

interned at. When I stumbled upon the year long internship with SCA that focused on 

volunteer coordination and interpretation with NPS, I was in. As a Centennial Volunteer 

Ambassador, I hope to improve the reach of the National Park system to all types of 

people while teaching them about conservation of natural resources and the value of 

volunteering in their local park.  

 

Kirsten Hart--Manchester University, Environmental Studies, 2015--Golden Gate National 

Recreation Area, CA 

I learned about SCA through a former SCA volunteer that led a swamp tour at Big  Cypress 

in Florida. I applied for the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position because it gave me 

a lot of options on different locations around the country and seemed like a pretty well-

rounded position. In my year with SCA, I hope to gain more confidence in my abilities, 

build-up my skill base in the working world, and, of course explore! 

 

 

  

 

 



Lauralee Buchanan—Florida State University, Geography and Environmental Studies, 

2012—Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve and New Orleans Jazz 

National Historical Park, LA 

I learned about this program while applying for similar positions with Jean Lafitte 

National Park. I’ve always had a love for the city of New Orleans, a deep interest in 

and admiration for our National Park System, and passion for helping others discover 

the beauty of our natural surroundings. By the end of my term as a Centennial 

Volunteer Ambassador, my hope is that I will have reached out to a dynamic 

population of New Orleanians that may not have otherwise been exposed to our 

local Parks.  

 

Laurie Zarnow — Arizona State University, Non Profit Management—Alaska Public 

Lands Information Center, AK  

I have always been very passionate about volunteering and performing community 

service. I am beginning graduate studies in Public Administration with an emphasis in 

Nonprofit Management. My long-term goal is to obtain a position of leadership in an 

organization promoting a cause I am passionate about.  I love working with other 

people who share interest in an issue I am passionate about, and I respect the 

importance of working as a team to promote a cause. 

 

Liesel Anderson—Allegheny College, Environmental Studies, 2015—Chickasaw 

National Recreation Area, OK  

I learned of SCA through a friend that has been doing SCA work for years. I was 

looking for a year of service and this one fit perfectly with my interests and career 

goals. I hope to expand my skill set in park work and make a lasting connection 

between Chickasaw and the surrounding communities.       

 

Lizette Ramirez — University of Michigan,, Ecology, 2014—First State National 

Historic Park, DE 

I have served with SCA in the past and it was one of the best experiences in my life. I 

am very passionate about taking care of the environment and believe that SCA 

would allow me the opportunity to serve the community in this way. I would like to 

gain skill and experience that will allow me to become an excellent servant of the 

environment. I would like to learn how to make a career out of caring for our 

ecosystem. 

 

Marielle DeJong—University of North Carolina, American Studies, 2015– Blue Ridge 

Parkway, NC                                                                                                                            

I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program through the Student 

Conservation Association Website, and I am so excited to be a part of the celebration 

of the National Park Service. I am thrilled to be serving at the Blue Ridge Parkway, 

because I’ve called these mountains home for the last 15 years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mayra Herrera—University of California Riverside, History and Women Studies, 

2013—Chamizal National Memorial, TX                                                                                            

I found out about this particular position through Ranger Rodney Sauter who 

explained to me the mission of the park and presented this position to me. I am very 

excited to assist the staff in the recruitment of members of the community to serve 

their park through volunteerism. As a centennial volunteer ambassador I hope to 

accomplish the goals that are set for me and make an impact in this field. Also I 

would like to gain experience in the interpretive field and make important long-term 

connections between the community and Chamizal National Memorial. 

 

Michael Harris—Parkdale High School, 1998 — Dayton Aviation National Historic 

Park , OH 

When I learned about the SCA/AmeriCorps program, I was fascinated with the idea 

of engaging in a service-based program. It's so different from anything I've ever 

done professionally, and I am excited to accept this new challenge. The idea of 

serving -- especially the aspect of giving back -- is very important. I have a lot to 

share and learn and I'm looking forward to paying it forward when I'm done.  

 

Natalie Campbell—University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, Environmental Science, Policy 

and Management, 2015—San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, TX                                                          

I learned about the Centennial Volunteer position from browsing through all of the 

SCA job postings. When I applied I didn’t have a full grasp on what the program was 

but I knew it was focused on working with people and also working with the NPS, 

both of which interested me. I hope that in this position I will be able to foster more 

environmental interest in addition to environmental protection. I hope to be able to 

apply things I have learned in the classroom to real life settings.   

 

Nicole Shellenbarger—John Carroll University, Biology, 2015—Cuyahoga Valley 

National Park, OH                                                                                                                     

Interning at the Cuyahoga Valley National Park was brought to my attention through 

a mentor at John Carroll.  The main reason I wanted this internship was because I get 

to actively engage with others. Over the past four years at John Carroll I have gained 

a lot of knowledge, both in the classroom and beyond, but now I am ready to share 

this intelligence with others.  I hope to develop intellectually, engage with fellow 

interns and the community, and develop a better understanding of what lies ahead.  

  

Quinn Feller—University of Minnesota, Art History, 2015—Mississippi National River 

and Recreation Area, MN                                                                                                              

I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position through one of my 

bosses who currently does river-related work. The Twin Cities community has an 

invaluable resource in the Mississippi River, and there is huge opportunity for more 

involvement between the people and the park. I'm hoping to increase the public's 

awareness of the River and Recreation Area and, consequently, engage more people 

in volunteering in the park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rebecca Ward – Fort Lewis College, Anthropology, 2014 – Petroglyph National 

Monument, NM 

I learned about this SCA internship through a friend and old employer at Petroglyph 

National Monument. I thought that this internship would be a good opportunity to 

work in all aspects of a National Park Unit. I have been a seasonal park ranger at 

Mesa Verde National Park for the last 5 years, but I only have experience in the fee 

collection aspect of a park. My parents work for the National Park Service and have 

for my entire life so I wanted to experience some of the things that they had always 

talked about.  

 

Sally Goldman — Little Rock Central High School, 2015,  Little Rock Central High 

School National Historic Site, AR 

The story of Little Rock Central High School is a key part of my city's identity. I want 

to serve because I am very passionate about preserving and communicating history 

to the public and I believe that young people have an obligation to learn and share 

it. Through service I hope to gain experience in interpretation and planning programs 

for the public, as well as gain a deeper appreciation for my community's history. I 

hope to strengthen my relationship with the Park Service and my community. 

 

Sara Gabel—University of Maryland, College Park, Environmental Science and 

Technology, 2015—Santa Monica National Recreation Area, CA 

A few of my friends have participated in SCA opportunities, so I turned their good 

experiences into my initiative to apply for this program.  I am have always loved 

conservation and service, so I am excited that this program gives me the ability to 

combine my two closest passions.  From this incredible experience I hope to learn 

many new skills in working at a National Park, as well as creating good relationships, 

and making a positive impact in the park and with the public.  

 

Sarah Lechich — University of Central Oklahoma, General Studies, 2013— Grand 

Canyon National Park, AZ 

I learned about the program from Ranger Todd through an e-mail about a possible 

opportunity for all of his 'Junior Rangers' . I am participating because I believe that 

this position is a perfect fit for me and it gives me a chance to give back to what I 

feel is an amazing National Park. I hope to accomplish handling the task of 

coordinating unique volunteer programs and projects for the Grand Canyon National 

park that will encourage past, present, and future volunteers to learn about their park 

so that they can have ownership and excitement when giving back to a place that 

has already given us so much and continues to do so each day. 

 

Stephany Dery—SUNY Cortland, Outdoor Recreation, 2013—Sequoia and Kings 

Canyon National Park, CA 

I learned about the program through the SCA website this past winter. I’m 

participating in this program because I want to get involved with the park service, 

network with professionals, be out in nature, all while impacting the community and 

becoming a better leader/steward for the environment! 


