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ALASKA REGION: 
 
Daniel Brandt—Alaska Public Lands Information Center  
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program from the current Big Cypress CVA, 
Joshua Kezar, while at the Alternative Break Citizenship School in the Grand Canyon this past 
summer. I decided it was something I would love to do before I go to graduate school and an 
experience I couldn't pass up! During my time as a CVA I hope to connect my generation with the 
National Parks and progress the Healthy Park, Healthy People program in Anchorage.   
 
Liam DiZio—Denali National Park and Preserve 
I learned of this position through another Macalester Alumni who served as a Centennial Volunteer 
Ambassador in 2015-16. Following a course with the National Outdoor Leadership school, I have 
taken great interest in issues surrounding public lands and their management. During this internship, 
I hope to learn more about the structure, culture, and mission of the NPS. I then hope to promote 
this knowledge and enthusiasm to a diverse audience through volunteer and internship 
opportunities.  
 
 

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION: 
 
Devon Gorman — Canyon De Chelly National Monument  
In the age of technology, I learned of the SCA program through Facebook. I was excited to see that 
there was an internship available in my small Navajo community at the Canyon De Chelly National 
Monument where I frequent for hikes, runs, or enjoying the water that weaves its way through the 
sandstone walls. Beyond just being a place for good memories, the canyon is also an important 
historical site for my people (the Dine) who sheltered there when the US government was forcing the 
Navajo people off their land. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, I would be working with an 
organization that is dedicated to preserving and sustaining an important site, as well as sharing my 
love for the canyon with others.   

 
Jamie Rosenberg— Grand Canyon National Park 
I spent a week last summer at a conference at Grand Canyon National Park for Break Away (a non-
profit supporting alternative break programs at universities around the country). One of the people 
we worked with was the current Centennial Volunteer Ambassador at the park. I decided to apply for 
the position and was lucky enough to be chosen. I have a deep love for the Grand Canyon and the 
National Park Service and I cannot wait to help coordinate the volunteer groups and provide them 
with an experience that will bring them back in the future as well as motivate them to visit and 
volunteer at other parks across the country.  
 
Jordan Stevens— San Antonio Missions National Historical Park 
By working in a SCA program, I am hoping to improve on the skills I have spent time cultivating these 
last few years. I’m passionate about working with people to improve the community I am in, and I 
feel that a SCA program would push me to communicate, improvise, and initiate learning experiences 
every day. Additionally, I would love to gain experience working with people that come from a 
diverse range of backgrounds, and the opportunity to work more expansively in fields I have 
previously been exposed to. I am hoping to work for the National Park Service in the future, and 
would appreciate any professional experience through SCA.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Julia Olesiak—Intermountain Regional Office 
I heard about the CVA program while perusing the SCA website and was interested by the prospect of 
working to help improve NPS volunteer and outreach programs for the next centennial. As a natural 
resources scholar, joining the National Park Service was always on the horizon as a possible career 
path. I felt that the CVA program was a perfect way to come in, learn first hand about the work that is 
being done, establish some connections, and utilize my year-long position to contribute to a mission I 
stand firmly behind. As a CVA, specifically positioned in a regional office, I hope to help redefine what 
volunteerism is on broader scale, as well as helping to establish a volunteer corps in the Denver Metro 
Area. Additionally, I am excited to work towards accomplishing goals of the Relevance, Diversity, and 
Inclusion initiative by bringing in a "youth" perspective!  
 
Kelly Gnann—Saguaro National Park 
I learned about the SCA from my husband, who an NPS trail worker and frequently works with SCA 
volunteer groups. I thought the SCA would be a great opportunity to use my past volunteer experience 
(with other non-profit groups) for conservation, education and personal fulfillment. As an Ambassador 
I hope to use every talent and connection I have to help Saguaro National Park enlarge and diversify 
their active volunteer groups. Try to find multiple ways for young volunteers to contribute to our park 
and develop a sense of pride in their stewardship. Possibly even develop some materials and activities 
to bring to class rooms for students unable to travel.  
 
Kierstan Basey—Devils Tower National Monument 
I learned about the CVA positions through the SCA website. I'm participating because it sounds like it 
will be a great experience in a new environment. I've been trying to travel and gain experience, and 
this seems like an excellent way to do both. I hope to gain experience in Outreach Education and in 
working in a National Park Service setting.  
 
Quinn Feller—Grand Teton National Park, Year 2 
I want to continue to meet individuals who care so intensely about public lands, natural resources, 
history, and sustainability. My first year of service has been spent in an urban park with an established 
volunteer program. I've loved it, but I want the experience and challenge of moving outside of a major 
metropolitan area and starting from the ground up. I hope to continue developing a professional 
network of people who do amazing work and are passionate about what they do, and to learn more 
about the variety of careers available in the National Park Service.  
 
Rachel Wehr—Saguaro National Park 
I found out about this opportunity through my employer at the University of Arizona who knew that I 
was looking to work at the interface of environment and the public. I'm serving as a Centennial 
Volunteer Ambassador because I want to help foster a greater appreciation for the desert and public 
lands through outreach to under-served communities. We are lucky enough to have two national park 
districts hugging our city, and everyone should have the opportunity to visit! 
 
Rebecca Ward—Petroglyph National Monument, Year 2 
I learned about this SCA internship through a friend and old employer at Petroglyph National 
Monument. I thought that this internship would be a good opportunity to work in all aspects of a 
National Park Unit. I have been a seasonal park ranger at Mesa Verde National Park for the last 5 
years, but I only have experience in the fee collection aspect of a park. My parents work for the 
National Park Service and have for my entire life so I wanted to experience some of the things that 
they had always talked about.  
 
Sarah Lechich—San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, Year 2 
I learned about the program from Ranger Todd through an e-mail about a possible opportunity for all 
of his 'Junior Rangers' . I am participating because I believe that this position is a perfect fit for me and 
it gives me a chance to give back to what I feel is an amazing National Park. I hope to accomplish 
handling the task of coordinating unique volunteer programs and projects for the Grand Canyon 
National park that will encourage past, present, and future volunteers to learn about their park so that 
they can have ownership and excitement when giving back to a place that has already given us so 
much and continues to do so each day. 
 



Yanira Ortiz—Chamizal National Memorial  
This position was offered to me directly by my supervisor and, I am very excited to become part of the 
centennial celebration and continue my predecessor’s work, Mayra Herrera.  I want to continue my 
internship with the Chamizal National Memorial so that it can provide me with a broad range of 
interpretive park ranger experiences in park operations, interpretive planning, and preparing and 
presenting both personal and non-personal interpretive services to diverse audiences in an urban park 
setting.  

 
MIDWEST REGION: 
 
Athena Zissis—River Raisin National Battlefield Park 
Serving with the Student Conservation Association in the River Raisin National Battlefield Park as a 
Master's student at Wayne State University will provide me with the experience I need to gain the most 
out of my time earning a professional degree in anthropology focusing on archaeology, historic 
preservation, and civic engagement. This position will allow me to work closely with community 
members, local youth, and like-minded professionals which are all experiences I will need to become a 
positive and effective professional in the future.  
 
Bryce Yoder—Jefferson National Expansion Memorial 
Growing up in the Shenandoah Valley, I have always been passionate about the conservation and 
preservation of the National Parks that surround me.  I've worked in Shenandoah National Park and 
Yosemite National Park volunteering with various biology related projects and internships. I have a BA 
in environmental sustainability. I love anything outdoorsy, cycling, going to rock shows, and reading. I 
hope to use this service term to provide volunteers with opportunities to plug into their community and 
find equally fulfilling volunteer roles.  
 
Elizabeth Bargdill—Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
For the past three years I have attended an alternative spring break that was being held by the 
Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley National Park. During this program, I learned about the National Park 
Service, SCA, and environmental job opportunities. The groups of people from both the Conservancy 
and CVNP who made the alternative spring break possible possess an enthusiasm unlike anything I have 
ever experienced for engaging the public in rewarding volunteer projects. I am participating in this 
program because of my love for our national parks, especially Cuyahoga Valley National Park. By 
becoming one of the Centennial Volunteer Ambassadors, I hope to help bring more college-aged 
visitors and volunteers to CVNP.  

Kara Walker—River Raisin National Battlefield Park 
I learned about the program through a friend, who was too young for the position, but thought that I 
might be interested. I am participating for the experience of organizing and working with people in a 
historical setting, and to save money for college. I hope to increase awareness about our relatively new, 
6 year old, national park, and create friendships along the way.  
 
Kelli Baxstrom — Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program through one of my professors at school 
who knew about my desire to join the Park Service and work in conservation. I am participating because 
I love the ideal that this job is working toward and how this position will help me involve others who 
want the same. I hope to accomplish an understanding of what is really needed to continue 
conservation and improve participation and protecting lands that need our help.  
 
Leah Van Vranken—Hot Springs National Park 
I learned about this SCA position through an advisor with my school. I am participating because I believe 
strongly in SCA's mission and I hope to better the world through conservation and education. What I 
hope to accomplish as a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador is to promote the national parks with my 
passion and drive to people of all ages and backgrounds. 
 
 



 
Melissa Clark—Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 
I had heard about some of the great centennial activities going on this year, but when I saw the 
Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program on the SCA website, I knew I had to apply! I love our 
federal lands and look forward to engaging others in celebrating this important milestone. I hope to 
foster meaningful connections to the Mississippi River and Recreation Area through volunteer and 
public outreach activities developed for residents of the Twin Cities Metro Area.  
 
Regan Baker—Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program searching through the SCA site and Job 
openings. What interested me was that it was a year long opportunity that could be in many places 
across the nation.  I hope to bring individuals from all age ranges, but especially youth, to enjoy 
National Parks and enjoy being outside. I hope to not only improve the places I work at, but also 
improve relations between companies, individuals, programs, etc. and the National Park Service.  
 
Ryan Krapf—Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
Having volunteered under Ranger Josh Bates at CVNP for a few years, it was suggested I research the 
Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position in an effort to learn a wider array of skills. This position is a 
wonderful opportunity as I am changing careers and am excited to bring my passions to the National 
Park Service and its guests. I am grateful for all of the wonderful experiences I have had as a park 
visitor and hope to create similar opportunities for future visitors.  
 
 
Ryan Mikula—Apostle Islands National Lakeshore 
I learned about the SCA through a history professor.  I applied to several positions during my final 
months as a college student and during this time I focused my search on positions in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin.  I happened to come across the Apostle Islands position while doing a specialized search 
and immediately coveted it.  I see it as the best opportunity to develop my skills upon leaving college 
while also providing for the community in an honorable way.  Conservation will only grow in 
importance as the years pass.  I hope to provide a spectacular experience for those who visit the site 
and create an environment of cohesion for all involved.  I want participants to walk away feeling 
rewarded.  
 
Samarah Poe—Charles Young Buffalo Soldiers National Monument 
I learned about this program through the wonderful Dr. Joy Kinard and other various discussions. I'm 
participating in this new adventure in order to broaden my service to the environment, the community, 
and Mother Earth and her inhabitants. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador I hope to draw others 
into the program and spread the message about what it means to live on our beautiful planet, as well 
as the responsibilities we all have.  
 
Samuel Reiley—Agate Fossil Beds National Monument 
Two years ago had internship with the SCA in Vermont.  I was the first experience I had with a job or 
internship that was in my major.  That internship was great preparation and it showed me what I could 
do with my degree.  I am rejoining the SCA because I believe that our nation's national parks and 
wildlife refuges are one of the greatest success stories in conservation.  I want to be apart of that story 
and continue on with that legacy through the eyes of the National Park Service.  
 
Sonny Starnes—Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
The SCA stood out to me as on opportunity to serve my country by promoting the use and care of our 
beautiful National Parks for future generations and for the sake of Nature in general. I learned about 
this program while messing around on the NPS website after I finished up a project about watersheds 
in Environmental class. Serving with the Dunes allows me to gain more knowledge about the area I 
grew up around and a chance to continue learning after my position is over by staying connected with 
like minded individuals. I'm hoping to learn how to manage, promote and dissect the ecology around 
me.  



NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION: 
 
Ariel Johnson—Rock Creek Park, Year 2 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador through a peer.  I'm participating in the program 
because it will allow me to strengthen my oral communication skills and take time off between 
undergraduate and possible graduate school.  I hope to be able to make connections with my co-workers 
and supervisors as well as educate the community members on anthropogenic environmental impacts. 
 
Beverly Price—National Capital Parks, East 
As a long time resident of Washington, DC, I am looking forward to connecting my community with parks. 
 
 
 
 
 
Elaine Montes — National Mall and Memorial Parks 
The SCA was brought to my attention by a relative, who said her niece was staying in Yellowstone for the 
summer as an intern. I asked more about the opportunity and was told about the invaluable experience, 
the chance of a lifetime. I have always had a love for teaching others, the outdoors, and teaching others 
about the outdoors. I hope to gain new skills and find new ways tie learning into nature, so that I may use 
them in my future career. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, it would mean the world to me to 
change the lives of others by educating and inspiring the next generation to protect the amazing world 
around us. Most importantly, I hope to draw people to the national parks with the programs and 
initiatives I work on-- people who may have never visited the national parks without them. 
 
Geno Arthur — Catoctin Mountain Park 
I learned about the NPS Catoctin CVA position through the SCA, which I became a member of last year 
after talking to my college advisor. I was immediately intrigued by the chance to combine my ecology 
coursework and my experience with community engagement. I am excited about the chance to be part 
of a land stewardship program in a place that is new to me. I also think the program will also give me 
valuable work experience to continue a career in land restoration and environmental education. At 
Catoctin I hope to be part of planning volunteer recruitment and program activities that can be used by 
the park for years to come.  
 
Jasmine Turner— George Washington Memorial Parkway 
I want to serve as a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador for the National Mall and Memorial Parks because 
I have a unique perspective and experience in environmental and history education. As a teenager and 
young adult, I have seen the challenges posed by an urban environment and by substandard education. I 
want children to have positive experiences with the environment so that they know that there are real 
opportunities for academic study, careers, and citizenship engagement in STEM. I also want to build 
sustainable national connections so that families of our country feel pride in the unique multicultural 
heritage of our country.   
 
Jaylen Givens—George Washington Memorial Parkway 
I learned about the program from my Capstone professor, Mr. McGarvey, who told me about the SCA 
internship website. I want to participate in the program because it seem to run along the familiar 
territory of programming (I was an Resident Assistant), while providing the challenge of requiring greater 
responsibility and a environmental focus. I hope to gain a well rounded experience and have lots of fun.   
 
 
Kamari Allen — George Washington Memorial Parkway 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador at the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway from web surfing internships dealing with horticulture. I want to definitely broaden my real 
world experience and also take some time off to regain my focus and passion for horticulture. I hope to 
build new connections, build character, and find out exactly what and internship experience is like.  
 
 
 



Karina Shvets — President’s Park  
I learned about the Volunteer Ambassador program through the SCA website and thought that it 
would be an exciting opportunity to work with the NPS. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador I hope 
to expand my skill set and network of connections within the NPS and SCA. I also hope to increase 
volunteer turnout for projects at my site and find new ways to get young people interested in 
volunteering.  
 
Kelly Sherman—Harpers Ferry National Historic Park 
I would specifically like to work with the SCA, preferably in environmental education, to ensure that 
someone will care for the environment in the future. Working with children who are easily excited is 
incredibly satisfying. Kids want to learn and if they are taught about the environment they will want 
to learn more about it and this hopefully will lead to an increase in environmental stewardship in the 
future.  
 
 
Kyle Yarusso—President’s Park, Year 2 
I learned about the program through the SCA website and I am excited to help engage the local 
communities in the National Parks that are right in their backyard. I look forward to providing 
opportunities for people to experience these amazing places and I hope to inspire a greater 
appreciation for our nation's natural and cultural resources. 
 
 
Manny Jones—George Washington Memorial Parkway 
I learned about the program through the SCA website. I am participating because it is my goal to 
become a Park Ranger. I am also very passionate about helping the communities and the environment 
around them. I am hoping I can bring volunteers to be apart of the solution to the disasters and 
mistreatment of our environment.  
 
 
Melissa Cohen—Prince William Forest Park, Year 2 
I learned about the program through my mother who works for the National Park Service. I'm 
participating because I want to gain experience in my field and have the ability to apply the skills I've 
learned in a classroom to the real world. I hope to accomplish a better understanding of all aspects of 
how a National Park functions.  
 
 
Mikael Huffman—Rock Creek Park 
I learned about this program through self search. I was on a mission to find a position that would 
allow me to expand my love of community outreach while keeping my commitment to conserving the 
environment. As the new Rock Creek Park CVA I hope to complete the mission I set out to do, add to 
the CVA program with my knowledge and skills, gain new skills and knowledge, and leave with an over 
all positive experience. 
 
Naomi Hawk—National Capital Region, Centennial Office 
I’m participating in the program because I think this is an excellent way to learn new skills, meet new 
people, and to ultimately serve the community on a broader scale. I hope to bridge any gaps when it 
comes to visitation and volunteerism that may be present within our national parks. I also firmly 
believe everyone has a right to visit, serve, and work in all of our national parks, myself included.  
 
Pya Langley—National Mall and Memorial Parks 
As an SCA alumni who has served at three National Parks across the country, I managed to build a 
strong relationship with the members of the SCA organization. I was fortunate enough to be 
contacted by SCA about the amazing opportunity available through the Centennial Volunteer 
Ambassador program. This program aligned with my current career goals of performing 
Communications work by creating unique programs to connect with the public. With a year long 
internship, I hope to build strong contacts so that I can secure a permanent full time position within 
the agency in which I can continue performing Communications/ Public Relations work.   



Quinn Conlan — George Washington Memorial Parkway 
I learned of the Centennial Ambassador Program with the Student Conservation Association through 
my mentor in the Centennial Office of the National Park Service while I served as an intern. I am 
thrilled to be participating because I want to experience the Park Service from the field and contribute 
to this year's centennial celebration. I hope to make young people excited about our nation's parks 
and show them the diversity of experiences waiting for us in our own backyards.  
 
Serina Tabisola—National Mall and Memorial Parks 
I was looking up internships for recent graduates online, and this internship popped up. As I read the 
internships you offered, I though that the CVA internship would be a great way to help give back and 
further expand upon my career options. I wanted to be a part of a program that would allow me to 
work with the community and give back to the nation that helped me get through college. I found out 
late in my college career that I like working with youths and want to continue exploring this as an 
option for my future. I hope to get people more aware of the National Parks and get people back out 
to connect with nature. I also hope to forge new bonds and make the park more accessible to 
everyone.   
 
Shannon Roberts—Harpers Ferry National Historic Park 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador Program through my SCA service during the 
summer of 2015 at Monocacy National Battlefield. I chose to apply for this position because I am a 
huge fan and supporter of NPS, and hope to learn as much as possible during my time at Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park as well as bring new people and ideas into the park.  
 
 
Victoria Tucker—National Mall and Memorial Parks 
I learned about this program from a Job Shadow with Elisa Kunz at NPS headquarters. I applied 
because I wanted to be involved in a meaningful service project with a passionate team of young 
adults. As a CVA, I am looking forward to using my artistic vision to promote the conservation of the 
National Parks, particularly to other urban youth who may not be aware of the many wonderful 
resources they have available to them.  

 
 
NORTHEAST REGION: 
 
Abby Parsons — Thomas Edison National Historic Park 
Last year, I had the pleasure of working with Independence NHP in Philadelphia, and was introduced 
to the role of Centennial Volunteer Ambassador by my roommate at the time. The work I saw at INDE 
made me realize how important volunteers are to a park's ultimate success, and how valuable 
volunteers are! Through my position at Morristown and Edison, I want to encourage the community to 
claim their parks, and become involved and excited about what their parks have to offer!  
 
 
Anya Shaunessy—Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River, Year 2 
I learned about the program while volunteering for the Park Service last summer. My supervisor 
advised me to apply and I will be working at the same site this year. I am participating in the program 
because I am interested in conservation and giving back to my community. I hope to gain leadership 
skills and make connections through the SCA!   
 
 
 
Aurelia Casey—National Parks of New York Harbor, Year 2 
Coming from a neighborhood where there are no programs for children or youth to get involved in 
helping the environment, I was not able to feed my mind on how to conserve the environment, except 
from the books in my local library. After coming across an application for the YCC of the National Park 
Service, my life has not been the same. I was able to learn many things about the environment, and 
found the SCA. Serving with the SCA helps save the planet, improves my knowledge on the earth, and 
allows me to meet a diverse group of people who all have a similarity about our passion for the planet. 



Bonnie Schwartz— Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation Area 
I am a three year graduate from a private college in a small town of Wisconsin, and was looking for an 
opportunity for outdoorsy adventures and travel when I stumbled across the Student Conservation 
Associate on my browser. As the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador at Boston Harbor Islands I hope to 
fill the shoes of the previous site volunteer and create a working relationship with the community to 
promote conservation education and service opportunities. I look forward to participating in the growth 
of the current programs and assisting with the development of new outreach programs and community 
events.  
 
Clara Friedman—Gateway National Recreation Area 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program from a college friend who graduated 
last year and is currently loving the job in Yosemite National Park. I am really interested in conservation 
biology as well as outdoor environmental education and awareness. I'm excited to learn more about 
the National Park Service and to help build community engagement and enthusiasm about National 
Parks in many different kinds of communities.   
 
 
Courtney Butler—Cape Cod National Seashore, Year 2 
I learned about the program through a professor of mine at Johnson & Wales University who was 
working with a former student who is now a lead member at the Cape Cod National Seashore. I am 
participating to further pursue my passion for the parks, their history and importance to our nation, and 
to share that with other people. I am also hoping to gain a memorable experience that is filled with 
knowledge, culture, and skills that will help me better myself and my career for my future. I would like 
to accomplish a number of things, but my main focus is to share the park's importance, history, and 
that of our country's with visitors. 
 
Cristina Ramirez—Valley Forge National Historical Park, Year 2 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position through the Student Conservation 
Association website. National Parks offer an incredible opportunity to educate people about places that 
have been set apart for their environmental and cultural importance. They provide a place for people to 
in a community to come together and give back, which I look forward to being involved with. I'm 
convinced every park has something to offer for everyone, no matter what their interests are - and I 
want to help them find it! 
 
 
 
Heidi Hansen—Boston National Historic Park 
I learned about this program from my sister. I am participating in this program because I love the 
National Park Service. The National Parks taught me to appreciate our heritage and nature. I hope that 
as a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, I will help others gain the same kind of appreciation I have for 
the parks and to teach others the importance of service.     
 
 
Jessica Earl —Gateway National Recreation Area 
When I was an undergraduate, I ran a volunteer program working to involve university students in 
environmental protection. I am serving to continue this work and increase awareness of natural areas in 
the New York City area. I hope to effectively engage the public in community learning projects during 
my service.   
 
 
 
Kristyne Allen—Independence National Historical Park, Year 2 
I learned about this program via looking up jobs on the SCA website, of which I knew of considering I 
am an alumni. I want to serve in order to keep paying it forward towards the environment and the 
communities that I have lived in. I believe that serving will help me to achieve that while giving me 
great life experiences.   
 

 



Larry Scucci—Paterson Great Falls National Historical Park 
I learned of the SCA through my work with Paterson Great Falls NHP and a member of SCA working 
there. I'm participating to better work within the Park Service and to  better understand conservation 
efforts in the country as well as help as best I can. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador I hope to 
help my park along with others truly fulfill the meaning of the Park Service for the Centennial.  
 
 
 
Liz Bauer—Colonial National Historical Park, Year 2 
I heard about the program through the SCA program and am participating due to a lifelong love of the 
National Parks. I hope to help improve stewardship and increase volunteerism of my park and learn 
along the way! 
 
 
 
Lucas Irvin—Richmond National Battlefield Park 
I learned about the program from one of my professors, who had previously served multiple terms 
with the SCA and spoke highly of the opportunities which an internship could have. In addition to my 
professor's endorsement, I was motivated to participate because it the position was exactly for what I 
was looking - an opportunity to effect tangible and noticeable positive change in my and others' 
relationships with the space in which we live. I hope to expand the amount and diversity of volunteer 
participation and facilitate more personally meaningful volunteer experiences.  
 
Melanie Van Voorhees—Sagamore Hill National Historic Site 
I learned about the program through being a member of the Student Conservation Association and 
through my history department chairperson. I’m participating because I have a strong interest and 
knowledge in public history and education; Sagamore Hill and the Student Conservation Association 
embrace both of these elements. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador I hope to encapsulate the 
past, present, and future of the positive effects the National Park Service has brought to American 
wildlife and citizens. I want to embrace the history of the National Park Service and emphasize the 
presence and positive impact of the on Long Island.   
 
Michelle Stewart—Weir Farm National Historic Site, Year 2 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program while searching the SCA internship 
opportunities. I will be finishing my Museum Studies Graduate Certificate in May and I was looking for 
a position that would help me gain experience that I could apply to museum work in the future. I am 
really looking forward to working at Weir Farm National Historic Site because it combines my love of 
the Impressionist art and working with the public and volunteers. I hope to engage members of the 
communities surrounding Weir Farm by creating meaningful service events and service learning 
programs for everyone to participate in. 
 
Nicole Goloff—Fire Island National Seashore 
I discovered this program thanks to a very helpful and great professor from SUNY Oneonta, Florian 
Reyda. I am participating in this position because I am passionate and determined to become more 
educated while educating others on the biodiverse possibilities that the Fire Island National Seashore 
has to offer.  
 
Patrick Pham—Lowell National Historical Park 
I actually learned about the program through an old mentor of mines (Linda Sou). I decided to pursue 
this because the values and mission of the NPS align with my goals of giving back to the community. 
Preserving the history and engaging and reaching out to  the inhabitants of Lowell is something I aim 
to do. I believe we have a great history, and to preserve it is to teach the next generation of youths of 
the hardships of what the immigrants had to go through. What I hope to accomplish as a CVA is 
simple. Firstly, I'd like to  increase the amount of volunteerism in Lowell by reaching out to Umass 
Lowell. Secondly, I'd like to grow and find who I am in this program. I'm excited in what the next year 
has to offer and what I can do for the people of my community.  
 
 



Ryan Ullrich—Minute Man National Historical Park 
It is very exciting to be a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador! My professor, Dr. Taylor Stoermer, 
referred to position to me. It is a great opportunity for me to work in the fields of history, education, 
and organizational management while pursuing a degree in Museum Studies. I hope to work in a 
museum someday and this position will help me grow as a practitioner of public history. 
 
 
Samantha Zielinski—First State National Historical Park 
During my last internship with Harpers Ferry NHP I was constantly working with their CVA who first 
inspired me about the program. While in this position I hope to continue to advance my interpretative 
skills while inspiring others about the history and environment around Delaware!  
 
 
 
Sophie Niescuir—National Parks of New York Harbor 
I was so pleased to be accepted for the National Park Service Centennial Ambassador program because 
I have always wanted to increase awareness to natural and historical sites, especially within an urban 
area. Working outdoors has always been a dream of mine and I would love to get the opportunity to 
work with others who share the same interests and goals that I do. I have recently discovered an 
interest in pursuing urban planning and I hope to gain connections in order to further benefit my 
interests and dreams of making a lasting impression on low income neighborhoods specifically.  By the 
end of my position, I hope to raise awareness for the National Park Service Manhattan sites for people 
of all ages, allowing them to find their park because each park has something that everyone can enjoy.  

 

PACIFIC WEST REGION: 
Courtney Lancaster—Lake Mead Recreational Area 
I learned about the SCA through a call out meeting held on campus. After attending the meeting I 
looked into the program further and decided it was something I wanted to try and do. I am 
participating in the program to gather experience to further my career goals and to experience 
something new. I hope to further the progression of existing programs at the site as well as design and 
implement my own all while gathering experience to further my dream within the environmental 
advocacy field.  
 
Danielle Cardiff—Cabrillo National Monument 
By taking the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position, I hope to gain a more thorough, hand-on 
experience in educating children and adults about the resources in the park. It is my long-term goal to 
work for the National Park Service after I complete my Bachelor’s degree in Sustainability at San Diego 
State University, and believe this would be a great opportunity for me to expand my knowledge about 
the programs and events offered at the local and national level.   
 
David Snyder — Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Park 
I learned about The CVA program though The SCA.  The internship looked like an amazing opportunity 
that I honestly couldn't have possibly keep myself from applying. I hope to accomplish a better 
understanding of what it's like to work within the National Park Service and to do everything I can to 
make the centennial year of the NPS the best year yet. As well, I'm excited to use my degree in 
Environmental Science in the real world and bring my enthusiasm for nature to the Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Park team and the guest of the park.  
 
Emily McDermott—Pinnacles National Park  
In 2014 I participated in my first SCA program as an environmental educator and conservation steward 
with Student Conservation Association Massachusetts Americorps Program. It was such a positive 
experience that I decided that I wanted to participate in another SCA position. While I have always had 
an appreciation for nature and a desire to work in an environmental field, it was serving with the SCA, 
that I realized the importance of community outreach. There is such power in engaging a community 
and encouraging a sense of place for the members in that community to feel a connection to their 
natural world. As the Pinnacle Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, I am passionate about helping 
people make that connection to nature and cultivate a community of environmental stewardship.  



Gavin Todd—Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 
I found out about the SCA & NPS Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program through word of mouth 
and research on jobs/internships in National Parks. I want to serve because I would like to contribute 
to the process of building a bridge between local communities and national parks/ recreation areas. 
As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador I hope to accomplish and establish traditional/annual 
volunteer events within my work site. I am a person who enjoys traditions that bring people together 
over and over again that foster lasting memories through service. Lastly, I hope to gain positive 
feedback from the community and the people that I will be directly serving.  
 
Jacob Maldonado — Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area 
I am participating because I believe in the power that a community can have on a park and that a 
park can in turn have on that community. I hope to bring people in Washington closer to the 
outdoors and build a strong community around the park so that it maybe enjoyed and loved by 
everyone for a long time to come.  
 
 
Jimi Hightower—Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park, Year 2 
I earned a Bachelor of Arts in History at Southeastern Oklahoma State University in 2012 and a 
Master of Arts in Museology at the University of Washington in 2015. I have been interning and 
volunteering at Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park in downtown Seattle for nearly a year. 
Since July 2014, I have been serving as an intern and mentor for a community outreach program 
called In My Backyard. I am looking forward to continuing working with KLSE as their Centennial 
Volunteer Ambassador Intern. 
 
Joey Negreann—Point Reyes National Seashore, Year 2 
I learned about the program through the Student Conservation Association website. I have a deep 
passion for the outdoors, nature and wildlife. I hope through my participation at Point Reyes 
National Seashore I can help inspire the surrounding communities to share in the enjoyment of the 
park. 
 
 
Joseph Morse—Fort Vancouver National Historic Site 
Having served with SCA and US Forest Service before in multiple rewarding positions, from Youth 
Conservation Corps crew leader to forest inventory, I was excited to continue my journey with them. 
I first heard of the Centennial Volunteer Ambassadorship program through a web search of open SCA 
positions. To my good luck, I discovered that that there was an opening at Fort Vancouver National 
Historic Site.  The primary goal of the position is to increase volunteer engagement at the site and 
awareness of opportunities for enjoyment in America's national parks.  So I seized the opportunity to 
apply for the ambassadorship, looking forward to engaging volunteers, foster a program that 
accomplishes meaningful work, and being in an beautiful national park.  
 
Julia Schostak — Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve 
I am excited to be serving as the CVA for Craters of the Moon this year! I found the position online 
while looking for opportunities within the parks and it seemed to fit perfectly with what I was hoping 
to do. I am looking forward to working with the local communities  to help educate and increase 
local interaction with the park. I am also excited for the opportunity to help update the educational 
programming at Craters of the Moon by working with the Natural Resource Managers and Field 
Scientists within the park!  
 
 
Katie Busch—Manzanar National Historic Site 
I first learned about this program through a NPS contact I had gained at the Sonoma State career fair. 
I am participating because I have a passion for parks, history, culture, and people. I hope to help 
expand Manzanar's volunteer participation as well as help make its stories  heard to a diverse public.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mark Loper—Mount Rainier National Park 
I found the SCA while looking into becoming a Park Ranger. I’ve spent many years after my undergrad 
trying to find my path while working in an office setting. When I came across the amazing opportunities 
that SCA provides, I knew I needed to join. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador I hope to learn, live 
and grow in my understanding of conservation. I intend to create a career in the National Parks and 
believe being a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador will help prepare me for my future.     
 
Meggie Hogan—Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 
I came across the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program while searching the Student Conservation 
Association website for possible internships. I'm so excited to be a part of this program because the 
National Park Service is an intersection of the things that I am most passionate about; people, the 
outdoors, history and service. This year I hope to introduce a new generation to the Santa Monica 
Mountains NRA through education and volunteerism.  
 
Sami Steinkamp—Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park 
I learned about the SCA years ago as a sophomore in high school while looking for a way to occupy my 
summer. The SCA was a perfect answer, providing structure, a goal I agreed with, and plenty of time 
spent outdoors. I chose to participate then, and again now, because the program provides such a 
wonderful chance to explore the country's national parks, cooperate with others to make a positive 
difference for the natural world and its appreciation, and accomplish my own goals along the way. This 
time around, as a Centennial Ambassador, I hope to begin bridging the gap between appreciation of 
the parks, and my own generation of now twenty-somethings through media. Social media, of course, 
has become a successful and convenient way to showcase the wonders of the parks through photos 
and posts of events. More than that, however, as a film student I feel certain that producing shorts and 
interesting documentation will encourage new awareness of nature that has been overlooked by a 
generation glued to a screen.  
 
Song Gao—Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
I am very excited and honored to be serving at the Golden Gate National Recreation Area for an entire 
year. Summer of 2015 was my first time serving the National Park Service. Through the three months of 
service, I was touched and stunned by the positive, caring, and engaging nature of the parks. Many of 
the connections I formed with the staffs and the volunteers still exist very strongly today. Coming back 
to the NPS as a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, I look forward to use my experiences and 
connections to successfully host and strengthen the volunteer program at GGNRA. In addition, by 
exploring the vast amount of possibilities within the park, I am hoping to further advance my 
professional and personal growth within the National Park family.    
 
Warren King—National Park of American Samoa  
“Do what you love, and you’ll never work a day in your life” says Nicholas King , my father. Such words 
have been embedded in my mind since I was a young man and as inspirational as it may sound, 
everyday was another day to work towards this goal. I am a “Afatasi”, half Samoan and half American. 
Born in California, raised in Tutuila. My interest in the National Parks started during one lovely camping 
trip spent in Yosemite National Park. Its breathtaking scenery and freezing rivers was a new experience 
for me, an experience I still cherish till this day. I’m excited to start as the CVA for the American Samoa 
National Park Service. It is an opportunity to learn all I can about our National Park Service and its 
mission, not only that but learn more about my Culture and my Home and share it with the community. 
This is a new phase in my life, a chance to make a difference in this world. Our Samoan Culture and 
language is alive but is slowly fading, lets see if I can change that.  

 
 
SOUTHEAST REGION: 
 
Allison Newberg—Obed Wild and Scenic River 
I heard about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position through a friend of mine at Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park. It immediately sparked my interest. I love the parks and the memories they've 
given me; I want to help other people make memories of their own!  
 
 
 



Anna Lee — Everglades National Park 
I participated in my first SCA internship last summer at Wind Cave National Park and was immediately 
hooked on the idea of continuing with the National Park Service. When I began my job hunt in the 
fall, I stumbled upon the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program on the NPS website. Right away, 
I knew that this was what I wanted to do; centennials only happen once! This program combines two 
areas that I am passionate towards - environmental conservation & community development. I am 
looking forward to building and developing a broad range of sustainable volunteer programs at 
Everglades NP. My hope is that I will be able to inspire park visitors to continue or begin their long-
term involvement with National Parks, through service opportunities. As a whole, I am excited to see 
the impact of the Centennial. This is a fantastic opportunity for our generation to demonstrate our 
devotion to protecting our National Parks, and I am thrilled to be a part of it!  
 
Bethany Powhida—Cape Lookout National Seashore 
While exploring opportunities for after graduation, the SCA was suggested to me by a friend who had 
served. I love the outdoors and have a passion for environmental education, so the CVA position 
stood out to me. As an intern, I hope to get others involved and interested in the national parks and 
show them all they have to offer. I am looking forward to meeting new people, seeing new places and 
learning a lot during my service.   
 
Brianna Sims—Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve 
Being a regular volunteer with the National Park in Chalmette, I have developed a love for this work. 
Being around the rangers and all those who represent the Park Service has opened my eyes to the 
beauty of this kind of service for the public. I feel like I have found my niche in the National Park and 
its associations with the SCA. I hope to further my love of serving and learning within the community 
and a deeper appreciation for the work that goes in to it.  
 
Cassidy Clements — Gulf Islands National Seashore 
When I started my search for an internship, I became very interested in the National Park Service in 
the hopes that they would offer me the best possible extension of my environmental studies 
education. The Centennial Volunteer Ambassador position was the best opportunity that I found to 
do this.  As a CVA, I hope to educate the public about the current environmental issues that the Gulf 
Shores region is facing and maybe hang out with a few sea turtles along the way.  
 
 
Chari Adames-Smith— Big Cypress National Preserve 
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program through the Student Conservation 
Association.  As a college student in south Florida my experiences volunteering with the NPS and the 
FWS really influenced my appreciation for the ecology of south Florida and the everyday work of local 
environmental managers and conservation biologists. I would really like to apply my knowledge and 
experiences towards the engagement of local communities with nearby Big Cypress National 
Preserve. And ultimately I hope to build upon the work of the previous CVA  and continue connecting 
south Floridians with the preserve's unique ecology and history through a myriad of recruitment and 
service activities.  
 
 
Kim Samaniego—Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve, Year 2  
I learned about the SCA CVA program from my fellow CVA coworker at JELA/Jazz, Lauralee Buchanan. 
I am participating because I think it is important to inform people about The National Park Service 
and its Centennial year; even though there are over 400 national park sites available, there are still 
some people who are uneducated about the park service and what NPS employees do. As CVAs, it is 
our job to raise the awareness of the importance of these fantastic sites offered to the American 
people; I hope to accomplish many things in my CVA position. Mainly, I hope to accomplish forming a 
strong bond between the native New Orleanians and the JELA/Jazz NPS sites; the local youth should 
grow up knowing they have free resources they can take advantage of in the 6 different sites to help 
them broaden their minds.    
 
 



LeeAnn Frank—Cumberland Island National Seashore 
I found out about this program through the SCA. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, I hope to 
share my passion for conservation and wildlife.  I also hope to gain personal growth and 
development from the experiences interning with the SCA that will teach me lifelong lessons. 
Through the SCA, I hope to help conserve this beautiful Earth for future generations.  
 
Logan Boldon—Great Smoky Mountains National Park  
I learned about the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador program through my amazing SCA advisor 
Dave Barak. I am participating in the program because it's a huge opportunity to further not only my 
personal goals, but also the goals of the National Park Service - an organization I dearly love. Visits to 
National Parks are what truly inspired me to study biology. The feeling of awe and utter fascination 
is one I hope everyone can have, and as a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, I'd like to help make 
that happen. I hope that my burning passion for our National Parks will ignite that same passion in 
others so that they will want to become stewards as well.  
 
Malia Forney— Martin Luther King, Jr National Historic Site 
I served as a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador in Washington, DC last year and am participating 
again so that I can continue to connect with people in the community and assist any way possible 
with goals the National Park has set. In this position, I hope to accomplish a deeper self discovery 
and I want to be more engaged with the community and its people. I also want to come up with new 
ideas on how to solve issues facing the national parks. 
 
Matthew Wardlaw—Southern Campaign of the American Revolution Parks 
There are many aspect of working with the SCA that brought me to apply. First and foremost, I have 
always had an immense love and respect for our natural surroundings. Second, I would like to 
expand and diversify my understanding while gaining hands-on experience within all aspects of 
managing parks and protected public lands.  
 
 
Mita Rosas— Mammoth Cave National Park 
I learned about the Student Conservation Association through my younger brother and then early on 
in the application process I came across the position of Centennial Volunteer Ambassador at 
Mammoth Cave National Park, read the job description and knew immediately I wanted to apply.  I 
am so excited and thrilled to have the opportunity to serve as MACA's Centennial Volunteer 
Ambassador because I am passionate about conservation, volunteerism and community outreach.  I 
hope to reach out to local communities in Kentucky and I am particularly interested in reaching out 
to minorities, people with disabilities, young people and older people. It is my goal to help expand 
and support volunteerism at Mammoth Cave National Park.   
 
Molly Cadwell—Vicksburg National Military Park 
I learned about SCA through my job search. When I learned about the CVA program I knew it was 
something I wanted to do. I've been interested in National Parks since I took a Wildlife Conservation 
course during which we got to travel to Yellowstone National Park. Through this course, and other 
work, I've learned about the importance of parks for conservation, public health, education, and 
community building. I hope to learn more about everything that parks can accomplish and that I can 
also make a difference at Vicksburg National Park and in the community.   
 
Natalia Sanchez Hernandez—NPS Southeast Regional Office  
While becoming acquainted with SCA and the Centennial Volunteer Ambassador role, I encountered 
an opportunity in which I would be able to not only create, but also implement, outreach and 
engaging opportunities throughout several communities.  My most pressing reason for wanting to 
serve with SCA stems from my desire to be the proactive voice, not the reactive voice, in a 
profession that is at the forefront in incorporating environmentally conscious practices to create 
livable communities. As a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador, I hope to gain a new set of skills in 
resource management, environmental education, sustainable solutions, and planning and outreach 
strategies that will support and advance my career goals to become part of the workforce that 
directly influences the preservation of the diverse natural and built environment that defines the 
United States.   



Rebecca Lowe—Guilford Courthouse National Military Park 
I learned about the program from one of my graduate school cohort who is a seasonal park ranger at 
Guilford Courthouse National Military Park. I grew up visiting this park and have re-enacted many 
times for the Revolutionary War event; now I am excited to be a part of the park team and share my 
love of this history with the public and volunteers. I am excited to serve because I want to share the 
same passion of historical interpretation and environmental responsibility to the next generation. I 
hope to collaborate with volunteers to create new interpretative programs, lesson plans for students, 
and empower volunteers to take on challenging and fulfilling tasks as well as learn how to interpret 
history for themselves.   
 
Sara Carter Flynn—Jimmy Carter National Historic Site 
I am so excited to have been selected a Centennial Volunteer Ambassador. I have always loved history 
and feel fortunate to be a native of Southwest Georgia where we have not only one, but two National 
Historic Sites! I especially love the Jimmy Carter National Historic Site, where I will be serving, because 
I grew up visiting Plains and I appreciate its past and present, its charm, and the proud sense of 
community it holds. I hope to share the uniqueness of the Jimmy Carter National Historic Site with 
others, especially young people, and show them how truly remarkable it is that a man who grew up 
modestly in this very small town held on to a huge dream and didn’t stop until it became a reality. I’m 
excited to be a part of telling his family’s story, the stories of his neighbors and friends here, and 
helping people appreciate the beauty of Southwest Georgia through the eyes of the National Park 
Service. 
 
Savanna Moore—Shiloh National Military Park 
Instilled with a passion for wildlife and nature, I truly want to continue to explore and conserve this 
beautiful land for future generations.   Working with the SCA and any of the outstanding parks or 
museums in the United States would give me invaluable experience I could carry throughout my life 
and career. Specifically I want to develop my skills as a leader and educator. I want to learn how to 
inspire people to fall in love with the rich history and diverse culture of this nation. I want to learn 
more about curation, conservation, and especially communication.  
 
 
Sydney Mentrup—NPS Southeast Regional Office 
I learned about the SCA program through visiting the national park website. I am participating in order 
to gain new experiences and spread the word about our national parks. As a centennial volunteer 
ambassador, I hope to educate many people about  the beauty of our national parks.   

 
 
William Gautsch —Congaree National Park 
I came across the centennial ambassador position when I was emailing my professor about job listings 
anywhere. He then emailed me the CVA position in Congaree National Park. A major reason I am 
participating this year is because I want to help the NPS share there story and why the park system is 
so important to younger generations. While I am a CVA I hope to accomplish sharing the parks story 
and importance in outreach and going smaller communities in the Columbia area that don't get to 
come visit Congaree National Park. I want to be able to change people's minds that this area is worth 
protecting and that it deserves to be a National Park unit. By giving people guided canoe tours and 
nature hikes through the largest old growth bottomland hardwood forests in the United States people 
will hopefully understand why this area is important, and why I want to be a CVA for Congaree.  


